the Balkan war. These are the more remarkable, since
he was quite alone during the writing of the book, shut
off from any reference volumes and from all sources of
information.
The book has then many good points and is thor-
ougMy interesting, but its greatest value is that it is a
study of Pilsudski's own psychology, a deep self-probing
into Ms work as a commander, Ms mistakes never glossed
over but frankly listed, Ms successes credited in large
measure to Ms men. But it was Ms personality that called
out the devotion of Ms men, their trust and their love.
The financing of the Legions was no easy task. Ameri-
can Poles sent money. A fund was opened in Krakow to
wMch men, women and children gave whatever they had
made of gold and silver—rings especially; in return they
received iron rings, lined with a thin veneer of silver,
bearing the Polish words that mean "Gold to the na-
tion." It is today a great honor to have such a ring of
iron.
Legion expenses were lessened by the splendid help of
the Polish women. In August of 1914 the women's groups
of the Strzelec were mobilized, along with the men. A
Woman's Military Assistance League was formed, wMch
grew to twenty-seven thousand members.- The First Bri-
gade of the Legions and the Second had women's ambu-
lance corps. There was an organization for Polish pris-
oners, detained in enemy camps; and yet another called
the Polish Medical Aid Committee.
For the first six months of the Legions every one
served without pay, though they suffered greatly when
they had no tents or no shoes. Then the Austrian authori-
ties ordered that the First Brigade should accept their
wages. Every officer, no matter how Mgh Ms rank, kept
one hundred crowns of Ms montMy salary, and put the
balance into a common fund for Pilsudski to use in
political work and in recruiting.

